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Single 

Head of Household 

Standard Deduc on*

$6,300

$9,250 

Married Filing Separately $6,300 

Married Filing Jointly $12,600 

Qualifying Widow(er) $12,600 

Filing Status 

For more informa on, please refer to the IRS 
Schedule A Instruc ons, which can be downloaded 
at this website: 

h p://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040sca.pdf When you file your taxes each year, you have give 
the choice of either taking the standard  deduction 
or itemizing your deductions. If you have Qualified 
Expenses that are greater than Standard       
Deduction, you should itemize your deductions. 
This brochure is designed to help you estimate 
your itemize able expenses and determine whether 
or not to itemize.  

Should I be itemizing my 
Deduc ons? 

The standard deduction is a  preset amount that 
you are allowed to deduct from your taxable 
income each year.  

* Standard deduc on are higher for seniors and
disabled taxpayers 



Unreimbursed Medical and Dental Expenses: 
Taxpayers may deduct qualified out-of pocket    
medical and/or dental expenses, that are not       
covered by insurance if they exceed 7.5% of their 
adjusted gross incomes (line 37 of Form 1040).  

$ * 0.10 = $

 AGI 10%  Expenses must exceed 

Taxpayers need cancelled checks or receipt. 
Examples of some qualified expenses are: 
 Insurance premiums
 Doctor visits (paid out of pocket)
 Medication (paid out of pocket)
 Co-payments
 Mileage (23 cents per mile)

Homeowner Expenses: Homeowners can deduct 
the following expenses that they pay on their      
mortgages and home equity lines of credit:  

 Home mortgage interest (form 1098)
 Private mortgage insurance
 Property Tax (form 1098)

Taxpayers that bought or refinanced homes during 
the year can also deduct the points for loan       
origination fees (HUD-1) that they paid, within     
certain guidelines. 

Taxes Paid: Taxpayers are able to deduct the 
greater of the state income tax plus State Disability 
Insurance OR estimated sales tax paid. Taxpayers 
can also deduct a portion of their DMV registration 
fees called the Vehicle License Fee. 

Charitable Donations: Most cash & noncash    
donations made to a qualified charity are       
deductible. Taxpayers need cancelled checks or 
receipts.  You can deduct  your mileage (14 cents 
per mile) going to and from volunteer locations. 

Casualty and Theft Losses: Any loss incurred as 
a result of a casualty or theft in excess of 10% of 
the taxpayer's adjusted gross income are 
deductible. If a taxpayer incurs a casualty loss in 
one year and deducts it on his or her taxes, then 
any insurance reimbursement that is received in 
later years must be counted as income.  

Unreimbursed Job-Related Expenses and 
Certain Miscellaneous Deductions: Employees 
that incur work-related expenses can deduct any 
aggregated expenditures that exceed 2% of their 
adjusted gross incomes.  

 Equipment and supplies (work–related)
 Protective clothing
 Income tax preparation fees
 Unreimbursed mileage for work (does not

include going to and from work 51 cents per
mile)

Gambling Losses: Taxpayers may deduct       
gambling losses to the  extent of gambling       
winnings. Taxpayer needs acceptable       
gambling-loss record keeping includes a written log 
detailing the date of your wagers, the location, 
amount of the bet, type of gaming, and wins and 
losses. You should also hang on to losing lottery 
tickets or bingo cards. 

Add up your expenses Itemized Deductions 
Medical 
(Over 7.5% of AGI) 

$ 

Homeowner Expenses       + $ 

Taxes  + $ 

Dona ons  + $ 

Losses  

(over 10% of AGI)  + 

$ 

Miscellaneous Deduc ons 
(Over 2% of AGI )         + 

$ 

Gambling Losses  + $ 

Total Itemized 
Expenses          = 

$ 

Standard Deduc on $ 

OR 

If Total Itemized Expenses       
exceed the Standard Deduction, 
then it would be  beneficial for  
the taxpayer to itemize their       
deductions using Schedule A. 




